Highly selective vagotomy combined with cholecystectomy: is there an increased risk of diarrhea?
The addition of cholecystectomy to truncal vagotomy and a drainage procedure increases the incidence and severity of postvagotomy diarrhea. This study attempts to establish whether diarrhea is more common after highly selective vagotomy (HSV) and cholecystectomy than after HSV alone. The incidence of diarrhea in 729 patients who underwent HSV without cholecystectomy was found to be 8.8% whereas, in 66 patients in whom HSV was combined with cholecystectomy, the incidence of diarrhea was 9.3%. In most patients, the diarrhea was very mild and in none was it severe. We conclude that the addition of cholecystectomy to HSV does not result in an increased incidence of diarrhea.